
November & December 2010
Mark Your Calendars!

November 1-14
Jewish Book Festival

November 1
Youth Enrichment Classes 

Begin

November 2
School’s Out/JCC’s In

November 5
It’s Great to be a Grandparent 

Program

November 6
Middle School Game Night

November 8
Book Club Night

November 10
Lunch with the Authors

November 11
Ladies Night Out

November 12
School’s Out/JCC’s In

November 14
Local Authors Luncheon

November 17
Afternoon Delights

November 20
Teen Mitzvah & Munchies 

Event

November 24
School’s Out/JCC’s In

December 4
Latke Hop

December 7
Intergenerational Chanukah 

Party

December 11
Kids’ Night Out

December 15
High Holiday Lunch for 

Seniors

December 20
Winter Break Fun Days Begin

JCC Chai Lights is published 
bi-monthly by the Jewish 

Community Center of Greater 
Ann Arbor

Jewish Community Center of Greater Ann Arbor
2935 Birch Hollow Drive  •  Ann Arbor, MI 48108            Phone: (734) 971-0990   •   www.jccannarbor.org

The JCC is a member of the Jewish Book NETWOrK 
coordinated by the Jewish Book Council. Books provided by Nicola’s Books
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November 1-14, 2010
The Jewish CommuniTy CenTer of GreaTer ann arbor

2010 Jewish Book Festival2010 Jewish Book Festival

The JCC Book Festival is supported by the 
Fred and Ned Shure Endowment.
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President’s Message                                         November/December 2010

Also this summer our Maccabi team 
went to Omaha and brought back over 25 
medals in five different sports, including 
dance, volleyball, soccer, tennis and 
swimming.  Next summer Maccabi is 
taking place in Israel and the dates are 
earlier – the last week in July and the 
first week in August.  The trip includes 
several days of touring as well as the usual 
Maccabi Sports and Arts Festival.

November 1st is the beginning of the 
Jewish Book Festival, with an opening 
reception and a book presentation by 
Joan Nathan, author of Quiches, Kugels 
and Couscous.  The festival continues for 
two weeks with various diverse offerings 
including books about politics, sports, 
cooking, religion and more.  

For a full schedule of authors and 
programs, please visit the JCC website at 
www.jccannarbor.org. 
My best,

Seth Penshcnsky
President of your JCC

Wow, so much has 
happened and is 
happening since 
my last article, I 
don’t’ know where 
to begin.

First and foremost, 
many of you may 
have heard by now 
that Leslie Bash, 

the JCC Executive Director, is retiring.  
After almost a decade of wonderful service 
to our community, Leslie has decided 
to take some time for herself.  I am sure 
you all recognized Leslie’s dedication 
to the JCC as she was always at the 
JCC for meetings in the evenings and 
often on weekends.  What you may not 
realize, is that Leslie continued to live 
in West Bloomfield for all those years, 
driving back and forth to Ann Arbor, 
even on snowy days to make sure the 
JCC flourished. We are all very grateful to 
Leslie for the leadership she has provided 
over her tenure.  The accomplishments 
she championed even since I have been on 

the board are very impressive.  I hope you 
will all join us for our 25th Anniversary 
Auction Celebration in March when we 
will celebrate Leslie’s retirement.

So we are just beginning the search for 
a new director.  I asked Nancy Margolis 
to chair the search process and she has 
assembled a committee of individuals 
from various segments of our community. 
The position has been advertised and we 
will be reviewing resumes by the end of 
October.  Our goal is to have someone in 
the position by March or April.

Over this summer Hebrew Day School’s 
Gan room was renovated as well as the 
JCC Lounges.  The HDS Gan project was 
mostly funded by the Hebrew Day School, 
and the lounge renovation was funded 
by a matching grant from the Jewish 
Cultural Society and donations from 
Newman, Gelman and Levine families, 
the reconstructionist Havurah and you, 
our community members.  The lounges 
were completed just in time for rosh 
Hashanah. If you haven’t seen these new 
renovations, stop in and take a look! 

A Community 
Celebration

2010
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Sunday, November 14
12:30 p.m.

This event is free and open to 
the community

Celebrating 
Our Community’s Creativity

Caryn Shapiro
From Scratch: Contemporary and 
Traditional Jewish Cooking

Danielle McGuire
The Noble Profession 
of Leaf Chasing

David Eric Nelson
Snip, Burn, Solder, Shred: The $10 
Electric Guitar and 23 Dirt-Cheap 
DIY Diversions

David Shoem 
College Knowledge for the 
Jewish Student

Jay Carp
The Patriots of Foxboro

Joan Zald
Portraits of Creative Aging

Mitch Rycus
Tevye the Milkman

Peter D. Jocobson
False Hope: Bone Marrow 
Transplantation for Breast Cancer

Eugene Silverman
Crime and Punishment and 
Other Tall Tales

Emanuel Tanay
American Legal Injustice

Local Authors 
Luncheon

Local Authors
Luncheon

Judah ha-Levi

my library is my garden
and my orchard.My pen is my harp and my lyre;

Judah ha-Levi

my library is my garden
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Bookfest Special Programs
Friday, November 5

IT’S GREAT TO BE A GRANDPARENT! 
Free and open to the community. 
* Reservations are Strongly Encouraged

9:00 - 10:00 a.m.  
Light continental breakfast and 
workshop with Linda Grekin 
teacher, children’s librarian and 
ECC grandparent.

10:00-11:00 a.m. 
ECC preschoolers will join us in 
the lounge and will be engaged 
by storyteller Laura Pershin 
Raynor.

Monday, November 8
BOOK CLUB NIGHT
Dessert & book package- $15 in advance, dessert 
only $5 per person. Auther presentation at 
7:30 p.m. is FREE and open to the community.

Daniel Levin 
The Last Ember
A pulse-pounding race to locate the 
menorah of Herod’s Temple.  With its 
immense sympolic ties to Judaism, 
christianity and Islam, it is an artifact 
of unimaginable power. The search 
for the artifact becomes a race against 
time, terrorism, politics, and the past.

Wednesday, November 10
Lunch With the Authors 

12:00 NOON $15 for lunch. 
Author presentations at 12:30 p.m. are FREE and 
open to the community.

Sharon Pomerantz-  Rich Boy 
Ten years in the making, Rich Boy is a 
sweeping novel of class, sexual rebellion, 
money and love. 

Jessica Jiji -  Sweet Dates of Basra 
This redemptive story of an unlikely friendship 
and a star-crossed love amidst two converging 
worlds serves as a powerful reminder that no 
walls can confine the human spirit.  

Katherine Rosman -   
If You Knew Suzy -  Driven by grief 
and haunted by the idea that she would only 
remember her mother, Suzy, as a cancer victim, 
Rosman began digging into Suzy’s past.

Thursday, November 11
Ladies Night Out

7:30 p.m. FREE and open to the community

Zoe Fishman
Balancing Act
When four women who’d gone to 
college together run into each other 
at an alumni mixer, an instant bond 
is formed as Charlie convinces 
Bess, Naomi, and Sabine to join 
a beginner yoga class for just the 
four of them at her Brooklyn yoga 
studio. During the six weeks of 
class, the foursome discovers the 
strength to overcome some obstacle 
in their life. 

Tuesday, November 9   7:30 p.m.    Film Showing at the JCC 
No. 4 Street of Our Lady

11:00 a.m. Shabbat Celebration with preschoolers 
and grandparents.

A registration form for these events 
can be found on page 7.
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m  It’s Great to Be A Grandparent - November 5

m  Book Club Night with Daniel Levin - November 8

m  No. 4 Street of Our Lady - November 9

m  Lunch with the Authors - November 10

m  Ladies Night Out with Zoe Fishman - November 11

m  Local Authors Luncheon - November 14

Please check the Lunch & Learn and/or the Special Author Events you wish to attend and mail or return 
the appropriate amount to: Jewish Community Center, 2935 Birch Hollow Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48108
We appreciate reservations even if the program is free.

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________    City:  ________________________________

State: _____________________  Zip:  _____________________     Phone: ___________________________________

Email:  _________________________________________ 

m I am enclosing a check (preferred method of payment)  - payable to the JCC                            Amount $_______________

m I would like to charge my credit card for the total listed above.        Visa              Mastercard    (circle one)
      
Cardholder: ___________________________________       Number: __________________________________________

3-Digit Security Code: ______   Expires: ______________                                            Amount: _____________________

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________________

2010 Book Festival Special Event Registration Form

m  Tikkun Olam Event with Marilyn Berger  
       November 2

m  Erica Brown - November 8

m  Michael Hirsh - November 9

m  Jonathan Schneer - November 11

Number 
attending

_____ @  $10 =___________

_____ @  $10 =___________
_____ @  $10 =___________
_____ @  $10 =___________

_____ @  Free =___________

_____ @  $15 Dessert & Book ______
_____ @  $5 Dessert Only ______

_____ @  $10 =___________

_____ @  $15 =___________

_____ @  Free =___________

_____ @  Free =___________
Total =___________ 

LuNCH & LEARN

Lunch begins at noon and is available for purchase for $10 in advance and $12 at the door. 
Please do not bring food from an outside source to these programs. 

Author presentations begin at 12:30 p.m. and are free to the community.
Please mark the lunch you plan to attend and send the appropriate amount to the address below.

SPECIAL AuTHoR EvENTS



Chai Lights                              November/December     2010�

Rich Adler
Sally Adler
Corry Berkooz
Lisa Bernstein
Pat Binder
Judy Cohen
Carol Finerman
Annette Fisch
Alice Fishman

WE ARE ExTREMELy GRATEFUL TO OUR DEvOTED COMMITTEE!

Susan Flint
Ron Frisch 
Chuck Gelman
Sheldon Ginns
Judy Gourdji
Naomi Harrison
Jessica Kander
Nancy Karp
Martha Kransdorf

Nancy Leon
Babette Levy Daskin
Elaine Margolis
Norm Miller
Lisa Molnar
Haran Rashes
Sue Rebner

Mae Sander
Ellen Sapper
Rachel Seltz
Jennifer Siegel
Alida Silverman
Mira Sussman
Gretta Spier

Gale Stolzenberg
Lonnie Sussman
Jodi Wallo
Charlene Yudowin

CO-CHAIRS
BERNIE BANET, MIMI CHAPMAN, FRAN MARTIN AND ESTHER ULLMAN

We are able to offer this significant 
community event thanks to all of you!

As of Press Time

PEOPLE OF THE BOOK
Harlene and Henry Appelman
Barb and Bernie Banet
Alice Fishman and Michael DiPietro
Carolyn and Larry Hiss
Fran and Irwin Martin
Prue and Ami Rosenthal
Mae and Leonard Sander
Karen and Harry Silverman
Jewish Federation of Greater 
  Ann Arbor
Temple Beth Emeth

BOOK LOvER 
Patti Aaron
Levana and Stephen Aronson
Carol and Herb Amster
Leslie and Norman Bash
Pat Binder
Heather and Stuart Dombey
Carol and Steve Dworkin
Naomi and Theodore Harrison
Lis and Hugo Kahn
Pamela and Steve Landau
Nancy and Irv Leon
Bobbie and Myron Levine
Joan Lowenstein and Jonathan Trobe
Nancy and Phil Margolis
Lauren and Eric Metzendorf
Myrna and Newell Miller
Sharon and Chuck Newman
Susan and Mark Orringer
Jill and David Scheibel

Mary and Art Schuman
Joseph Spiegel
Gretta Spier and Jonathan Rubin
Gale and Martin Stolzenberg
Esther Ullman and Morley Witus
Zelma Weisfeld
Beth Israel Congregation
Eastern Michigan University 
  Jewish Studies
Frankel Center for Judaic Studies
Jewish Cultural Society
Jewish Family Services
The Voice/Vision Holocaust Survivor
  Oral History Archive
Turkish Cultural Foundation

AvID READER
Sallie Abelson
Mimi Chapman
Kathi and Rick Cohen
Judith Elkin
Phyllis and David Herzig
Elaine and Barry Margolis
Barbara Stark-Nemon and 
  Barry Nemon
Sheila and Owen Perlman
Amy Roehrig
Carole and Mitchell Rycus
Debbie and David Shtulman
Linda Spector
Fran Weinstein
Elise Weisbach
ORT Book Club

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Platinum 
Four Points Sheraton
Shure Endowment
Gold 
Simply Scrumptious
Silver
Bread Basket 
Dempsey, Inc.
Hiller’s Market 
Huron River Press 
Molnar’s Roofing
PNC Bank 
Barry’s Bagels
Custom Coffee Service 
Great Harvest 
Michigan Theater
Morgan and York
O & W
Trader Joe’s
Whole Foods Market
Zingerman’s

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTORS
Laurie and Jayson Greenberg
Fred Horowitz
Joan and Melvyn Levitsky
Clara Trent - MX Design

Judah ha-Levi

my library is my garden
and my orchard.My pen is my harp and my lyre;

Judah ha-Levi

my library is my garden
and my orchard.My pen is my harp and my lyre;
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Come and enjoy our beautifully redecorated lounge!

       This effort was made possible by a generous 

                       matching grant of the Jewish Cultural 

                     Society and donations of the

Newman, Levine, Gelman families,

      The Reconstructionist Havurah,

                                            and the community! 

                                            Thank You!

Your Message Here

I N S P I R I N G
JEWISH JOURNEYS

We Do It Every Day!

A donation has been made to the Jewish Community Center of Greater Ann Arbor 
to support its programs and mission.

We Have a 

New Tribute 

Card!
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A discounted membership is available for those new to Ann Arbor through the Shalom Ann 
Arbor program.  For more information, please contact Halye Aisner.
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P I l l a R s
Harlene and Henry Apelman

Barbara and Bernie Banet

Phyllis and David Herzig

Carolyn and Larry Hiss

Nancy and Phillip Marg0lis

Sharon and Charles Newman

Penchansky Whisler Architects

Pat Shure

PaT R O N s
Carol and Herbert Amster

Levanan and Stephen Aronson 

Heather and Stuart Dombey 

Judith and Todd Endelman 

Maureen and Gary Fagin 

Alice Fishman and Michael DiPietro 

Eileen and Gary Freed 

Florence and Marvin Gerber  

Anna Gilbert and Martin Strauss

Laurie and Jayson Greenberg

Mercy and Stephen Kasle 

Martha and Edward Kimball  

Marilyn and Samuel Krimm 

Wendy and Theodore Lawrence 

Stacey Lee and Evan Caminker

Barbara and Myron Levine    

Joan Lowenstein and Jonathan Trobe

Elaine and Barry Margolis 

Fran and Irwin    Martin

Lauren and Eric Metzendorf  

Myrna and Newell Miller 

Audrey Newell and Greg Saltzman 

Rachel Nosowsky and James Govert

Arthur Nusbaum 

Sheila and Owen Perlman

Bertram and Elaine Pitt 

Susan and Murray Rebner    

Rachel and Bradley Seel

Lisa and Bruce Shapiro

Judith and Ivan Sherick 

Elaine and Robert Sims

Joanne and Laurence Smith

Evan and Edward Solomon

Karen and David Stutz

June and Richard Swartz

Roberta and Larry Tankanow

Esther Ullman and Morley Witus

Lisa and Stephen Weiss

THE JCC WOULD LIKE TO THANK 

OUR PILLAR AND PATRON MEMBERS 
FOR THEIR ONGOING SUPPORT
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Salsa Dancing at 
the JCC! Take a Look at Our 

New Titles!

Only $2 ($3 non-members)
for an entire week of viewing

Drop by the JCC to pick up the 
video or call: 971-0990

Gelman Video

Collection

JCC Film Discussion Group 2010-11

Each month, join Russell Collins, Executive Director of the Michigan Theater and 
co-host of WEMU’s Cinema Chat. Engage in lively discussion not only of movie plots 
and characters but also of the unique cinematic elements that send subtle messages 
to viewers. Films selected will include popular blockbusters, independent films, 
thought-provoking dramas, intense thrillers, and more.

If the Jewish Film Festival leaves you hungering for more 
opportunities to watch and discuss films with your friends...

Monday, November 1� 
  *(�rd) Book Festival on the �nd

Monday, December 1�

Monday, January 10

Join the JCC Film Discussion Group!

COST: $60 JCC Members, $75 Non-Members for a year-long membership in the JCC Film
Discussion Group (10 sessions). This fee does not include the cost of your movie ticket.

Questions? Contact Leslie Bash at ���.��1.0��0 or lesliebash@jccfed.org

Monday, February �1 
  *(�rd) Valentine’s Day on the �nd

Monday, March 1�

Monday, April 11

2010-11 Schedule - Classes begin at 7:00 p.m. 
2nd Monday with a few *3rd Mondays

Monday, May �

Monday, June 1�

We are excited to offer Beginning Salsa 
Dancing at the JCC on Sunday afternoons.  
The class will be taught by Jessica Gillespie.

Sundays from 1:00-�:00 p.m.
November 21
December 5
December 12

No Partner Required!

The cost: $8 for JCC members 
                $10 for non-members.

For more information 
please contact the 
JCC at 971-0990.
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Harvest Dinner - Enjoyed by All !

The JCC’s Early Childhood Center is once again holding its annual 
Intergenerational Chanukah party.  The children of the preschool 
would like to invite members of the community to share their 
Chanukah artifacts and the stories behind them.  The children 
will experience many different kinds of Chanukiot, using them as 
inspiration for their won Chanukah creations.  Community members 
are invited to bring their own Chanukah artifacts to the Center to 
show them to the children.  They can then tour the classrooms, see 
the children’s Chanukiot and join the children for Chanukah singing, 
dancing and lunch!

For more information, contact Noreen DeYoung at 
734-971-0990 or noreendeyoung@umich.edu.

Intergenerational Chanukah Party!
Thursday, December 7, 2010    

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

On September 28, during the middle of Sukkot, families and teachers 
at the JCC Early Childhood Center gathered for the ECC’s first ever pot-
luck Harvest Dinner.  Many of the ECC classrooms used the produce 
from their garden plots to create a dish for the dinner - there was a kale 
frittata, several kinds of salsa, pesto and marinara sauces, and veggie 
chili, all using ingredients from the ECC garden!  

Each family attending the dinner brought something to add to the 
feast, many of them using produce from their own garden in their 
dishes.  All of the participants had a delicious time!
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YOUTH & TEEN NEWSJCC

Having fun at the last Mitzvah & Munchies event.

Join Ann Arbor’s Maccabi Team!
Each summer the JCC sends a team of athletes to the JCC 
Maccabi Games, an Olympic-style sporting competition 
that incorporates community service and social activities to 
combine for an unforgettable experience for Jewish teens.  

This past summer, Ann Arbor and its Partnership 2000 
(P2K) sister community, Nahalal, joined forces to send 13 
teens to compete in the JCC Maccabi Games in Omaha, 
Nebraska.  Our athletes brought home over 25 medals and 
many wonderful memories.

Next summer, Ann Arbor athletes will have the option to 
attend one of two different sites:

SAVE THE DATE! TEEN MITZVAHS & MUNCHIES EVENT
Saturday, November 20 in the evening (details TBA)  •  For students in 9th-12th grade

The JCC has started a series of Mizvahs & Munchies events for high school 
students.  Each event features a combination of community service / mitzvah 
projects, social activities, and munchies or dinner.  
The first event of this year will be held on Saturday, November 20, 
in the evening.

Stay tuned for details – we may end up meeting for whirly ball, 
rock climbing, or laser tag!

Please contact Deborah Huerta at deborahhuerta@jccfed.org or
734-971-0990 to find out more or to get involved in planning 
these fun events.

• Israel (various cities) from July 24 - August 5
The Israel Games will feature five days of touring Israel and visiting P2K sister communities, and four  days  of 
sports competition.  Teens will be able to compete in basketball, bowling, soccer, swimming, table tennis, tennis, 
and girls volleyball.  There will also be opportunities for teens to participate in an arts specialty such as dance, 
visual arts, or music instead of a sport.  For the Israel Games, teens must be JCC members and must be 14-17 
years old as of July 31, 2011.

Springfield, Massachusetts from August 14-19
Teens will be able to compete in girls basketball, boys and girls soccer, volleyball, track and field, swimming, 
bowling, golf, and tennis.  For the Springfield Games, teens must be JCC members and must be 13-16 years old 
as of July 31, 2011.

Athletes of all abilities are welcome to participate, and scholarship assistance will be offered for qualifying families.  
A limited number of spots are available, so interested families are encouraged to contact Deborah Huerta as 
soon as possible at deborahhuerta@jccfed.org or (734) 971-0990.

•
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Youth Enrichment Classes Begin September 20!

JCC Members: $20 (additional siblings: $18)  •  Non-Members: $25 (additional siblings: $23)
Note: If you bring friends who are not current JCC members, they must pay the non-member rate.

Student 1:  Name ________________________________________  Birthdate __________________  Grade _____  Cost  _____
     
Student 2:  Name ________________________________________  Birthdate __________________  Grade _____  Cost  _____

Student 3:  Name ________________________________________  Birthdate __________________  Grade _____  Cost  _____

Parent Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Email(s)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cell #(s) ________________________________________    Home #(s)  _______________________________________________

Special Notes (allergies, health conditions, etc) ___________________________________________________________________
I understand that the JCC’s programs may involve some risks and will not hold the JCC, its instructors, employees, associates, or affiliates 
responsible or liable for any accidents that occur during this program.  I authorize the JCC to secure medical and/or emergency surgical treatment 
for my child(ren) if needed.  I give permission for still or video photographs of my child(ren) to be taken by the JCC staff and used in online and 
print marketing materials.

Parent Signature___________________________________________________  Date__________  TOTAL ENCLOSED:  _______ 

MIDDlE SCHOOl GAME NIGHTJCC

For the Middle School Game Night, the JCC will be transformed into a fun-filled arcade with video games 
such as Dance Dance Revolution, Guitar Hero, Wii Sports and more.  There will also be a variety of party 
board games available, plus open gym time for basketball, scatterball, ga ga, and other games.  A pizza 
dinner will be provided and a movie will be shown at 8:00 pm for those who want a break from gaming.
Kosher dinner  options are available with advance notice.

If you have a game, console, or accessories that you would like to bring to add to the fun, or if you would 
like additional information, please contact Deborah Huerta at deborahhuerta@jccfed.org or 734-971-0990.

Featuring dinner, video games, gym time, party games, and a movie!

Join Us For A Fun Night!
Saturday, November 6 •  6:30-10:00 pm at the JCC

For students in 6th-8th grade

JCC Members: $20 (additional siblings: $18)  •  Non-Members: $25 (additional siblings: $23)

Middle School Game Night – Saturday, November 6, 2010 

Please register by Thursday, November 4.



Chai Lights                              November/December     20101�

Join us for a very special Kids’ Night Out, featuring 
an entertaining movie, a yummy pizza dinner, and 
lots of fun crafts and games!  This Kids’ Night Out 
will feature the movie Toy Story 3, which follows the 
adventures of Andy’s toys after they are mistakenly 
delivered to a day-care center.

JCC Members: $20 (additional siblings: $18)  •  Non-Members: $25 (additional siblings: $23)
Note: If you bring friends who are not current JCC members, they must pay the non-member rate.

Please register by Thursday, December 9.

Student 1:  Name _________________________________________  School __________________  Grade _____  Cost _______

Student 2:  Name _________________________________________  School __________________  Grade _____  Cost _______
    
Parent Name(s) _______________________________________________________   Home #(s) __________________________

Cell #(s) ________________________________________     Work #(s) _______________________________________________

Email(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Special Notes (allergies, health conditions, etc)___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

I understand that the JCC’s programs may involve some risks and will not hold the JCC, its instructors, employees, associates, or affiliates 
responsible or liable for any accidents that occur during this program.  I authorize the JCC to secure medical and/or emergency surgical treatment 
for my child(ren) if needed.  I give permission for still or video photographs of my child(ren) to be taken by the JCC staff and used in online and 
print marketing materials.

Parent Signature___________________________________________________  Date__________  TOTAL ENCLOSED:_______ 

KID’S Night Out – December 11, 2010

kIDS’ NIGHT OUTJCC

Saturday, December 11  •  6:30-10:00 p.m. at the JCC

Bring your favorite toy to join in all the fun 
activities before the movie starts!

NEW!  During the movie, students in 3rd-5th grades 
may choose to either watch the movie or enjoy other 
activity options.

Kids’ Night Out events are open to JCC members and 
non-members in grades K-5.  Kosher dinner options 
are available with advance notice.  

For more information, please contact Deborah Huerta 
at deborahhuerta@jccfed.org or 734-971-0990.


